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1. During the USSR necupatlon of Latvia 1940-41, technically trained men were drafted
by the ewthorihties to serve in the Navigation Department of the Government as
well as in '1+her poats necessary for the war effort. Harbor malctenance and

dredgirg was a primary duty of the Navigation Department.

2. At LiepaJa it was necesgsary to dredge the harbor and basins once a year, an
cperation regquiring about two moanths. Silting was a continuing process as send
ghifted in from the sea. The cuter harbor was artificisl, being contained by
concrete moies. The bottom inside the moles was dredged to a depth of eight meters,
as was t e Naval Harbor canal. Two graving docks capable of handling cruiser
size vesssls were endered from the canal.

3. The commerical harbor and canal immedistely south of the Naval Harbor was &
development of the gea outlet of Lake Lieps,jas. The depth of the canal was about .
four meters; thevbottom wag rock, This condition eliminated further deepening as
blasting wouit have chebtered canal banks and flooded the surrounding area. No
plans had been made %o substitute dikes for earth banks along the commerical harbor
canal.

b, 8ilt dredged from Liepsjs Harbor was carried by barge several kilometers north

of Lispaja end jettisoned a short distance offshore. Prevailing currents

carried dredgsd materisl in a northwest direction out to sea.

5. As of 1044, thers were no facilibies for permanent hendling of submarines at
2 &>
Liepsja.
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